
 
 
December 2024 

 
Dear Spectacular Teachers,  
 
Your CTL reps are working to address your concerns and answer your questions. We heard from  
the HIAT team lead that is working with the CKLA office to streamline the assessments and is 
working on the AT tools- more to come TBD- stay tuned! 
 
We also looked into the science curriculum and wondered how it works with the new CKLA 
given that it includes information from some of the science units. Currently, the word is that 
there may be some overlap and CKLA will complement our NGSS-aligned Science curriculum. 
 
The bulk of our December CTL meeting was spent learning from Jennifer Granados, an 
Instructional Specialist from the Division of the Blueprint for Maryland's Future.  
 
Blueprint Information 

● MSDE (Maryland State Department of Education) and the Accountability 
Implementation Board created the Blueprint.  

● What is the Blueprint? 
○ It is a state law for all 24 LEAs (Local Educational Agencies). 
○ There are 5 pillars-  all 5 are needed to make it work. 

i. Early Childhood are tasked with:   
● Creating & supporting Judy Centers (provide wrap around center 

that provide super to students and families from birth to age 5) 
● Expanding  full day Pre-k 
● Improving Kindergarten  

ii. High quality teachers and diverse leaders are working toward:  
● Increasing teacher wages  
● Improving teacher working conditions 
● Recruiting new teachers (Teacher Academy of Maryland) 
● Increasing the number of National Board Certified teachers 

iii. College & Career Readiness are working toward:  
● Ensuring all students are college and career ready by 10th grade 

 

https://www.hcpss.org/academy/teacher-academy-maryland/


 
● Back mapping the goals to ensure that students are on track to 

graduate 
● Growing Career Technical Education (CTE) Programs 

iv. Advocating for more resources to support: 
● Emergent multilingual learners 
● Community schools 
● Mental health services  

v. Governance and accountability responsibilities: 
●  Expert Review Team (ERT): will visit all schools by 2026 
● 9 school were selected to undergo the review in 23-24 
● 19 elementary schools were selected for review in 24-25 

a.  
● How does your work connect to the Blueprint? 

i. Implementation plan  
● Additional information: MCPS Blueprint video 

 
 
Reminders  
If you have questions about or need more information about the Blueprint, do not hesitate to 
reach out to us.  
 

If you ever have any questions, concerns, or topics you’d like us to discuss at our meetings, 

please add them to this document.  We will do our best to answer them in the document, in our 

meetings, and in our monthly letters.  

 

Additional information & Resources 

● HIAT Quick Guide 
● uPAR Overview from the Vendor 
● Accommodations - Classroom vs. Testing  
● Research supporting the use of text-to-speech 
● Clarksburg’s success with using text to speech for all students 
● MCPS AT Support Portal 
● IT links: Canva, KAMI, and AI 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Your Devoted CTL representatives  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/115JpvKW57XyWr13QyvQs5V85og2LKEdV/view?usp=sharing
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FKaqZn4G_yC8%3Fsi%3DqvzGVV2Kt18ynTqX&data=05%7C02%7CDorli_B_Satterwhite%40mcpsmd.org%7C4913de92d5124922980908dcd8123de6%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638622820144806425%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IQ3v0t06YfKY8QZQgDHUxGdK3uuNbZw8foW3oT4E2JY%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mc2Jv2lXJ1jGyrYLbUdFg25m74W1IPvo7t4TQagzV5U/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e5Ckq79yRy5OiH8DNEbu4nh7i5nF34RSi8xX1U_IhCs/edit?usp=share_link
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/upar/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H_snHZKeGr8WVZJ2BGBYDMnAV3-QPLKZ8XUIFO3PMEk/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bYH8ozCEn4rOVcFC_5JUNVYlGXzDbUqJId6IiBHVilE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z_rsaAFT9lzKiEZPBUaaLhWTugROa-pK6vrVPjqQoCU
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/assistive-technology-support/home
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/mcps-tech-support-hub/canva?authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgLV4LUSPzBZ1GD8gAtGaVYS5WxQOME4E
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgLV4LUSPzBaHcqVPPoY3SeCZGE4CTOMG

