
 September 2024 

 Dear Flexible Teachers, 

 It is good to be back in CTL, looking ahead together to a wonderful year. With the restructuring 
 of MCEA collabora�on commi�ees, we too are thinking of how to do things be�er and get more 
 “bang for our bucks”. With that- here are a few changes to CTL: 

 ●  This year in our CTL mee�ngs we do not have all grade levels represented (because we 
 did not hold new elec�ons last year a�er the RAs voted on that issue). 

 ●  You will no longer get our monthly newsle�er sent to you in your email from the 
 representa�ve. You will get a link to the newsle�er in the MCEA weekly email. 

 ●  Past newsle�ers are also available for you on the MCEA website, under the CTL tab. 
 ●  You are s�ll encouraged to share your concerns with us in  this document  . We will do our 

 best to respond to those ques�ons and concerns on that same document or in our 
 newsle�ers. Please note that some issues are under-work and will take �me to resolve. 
 We will keep you updated as progress is made. 

 In our first CTL, we had one of our own share informa�on about her new posi�on at HIAT (High 
 Incidence Accessible Technology). This informa�on is valuable for all teachers. 

 ●  HIAT’s purpose is to build capacity for schools and to use technology to improve the 
 performance of struggling students. 

 ●  You can use HIAT when you have a student that needs assis�ve technology (AT) and they 
 are struggling in the classroom.  They do NOT need an IEP or 504. 

 ○  Examples: 
 ■  Text to Speech to level the playing field for growth of reading 

 comprehension, decoding, and frequency. 
 ■  Speech to text for kids who can dictate to the computer their wri�en 

 responses instead of having to write them down. 
 ■  Google Read&Write:  It’s in Google, works on the phone in chrome and 

 can be used on Kami. 
 ●  Here are some related resources: 

 ○  HIAT Quick Guide 
 ○  uPAR Overview from the Vendor 
 ○  Accommoda�ons - Classroom vs. Tes�ng 
 ○  Research suppor�ng the use of text-to-speech 
 ○  Clarksburg’s success with using text to speech for all students 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mc2Jv2lXJ1jGyrYLbUdFg25m74W1IPvo7t4TQagzV5U/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e5Ckq79yRy5OiH8DNEbu4nh7i5nF34RSi8xX1U_IhCs/edit?usp=share_link
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/upar/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H_snHZKeGr8WVZJ2BGBYDMnAV3-QPLKZ8XUIFO3PMEk/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bYH8ozCEn4rOVcFC_5JUNVYlGXzDbUqJId6IiBHVilE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z_rsaAFT9lzKiEZPBUaaLhWTugROa-pK6vrVPjqQoCU


 ○  MCPS AT Support Portal 

 Reminders: 
 If you have any ques�ons about anything above or need more informa�on from our mee�ng 
 this past week, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 

 If you ever have any ques�ons, concerns, or topics you’d like us to discuss at our mee�ngs, 
 please do not hesitate to reach out to put them in  this document  and we will do our best to 
 answer them in the document, in our mee�ngs, and in our monthly le�ers. 

 Addi�onal informa�on (Shared last year- but it is s�ll relevant): 
 ●  Link to the new curriculum informa�on sheet  HERE. 
 ●  Principle memo regarding the new ELA curriculum-  see  here  . 
 ●  Q & A about the new Amplify CKLA:  here. 
 ●  Please click  this link  for more informa�on, including  an accommoda�on guide. 

 Sincerely, 

 Your devoted CTL representa�ves 

https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/assistive-technology-support/home
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mc2Jv2lXJ1jGyrYLbUdFg25m74W1IPvo7t4TQagzV5U/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d5DohgQ1cSWxeX8Qu9eBx7FkbpImIzHX/view?usp=sharing
https://mcpsmd.sharepoint.com/sites/MemorandumLibrary/Principal%20Memo/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FMemorandumLibrary%2FPrincipal%20Memo%2F240418%20%20ELA%20and%20Spanish%20Lang%20Arts%20Curr%20Implementation%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FMemorandumLibrary%2FPrincipal%20Memo
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1R5V-dCnvh5AfU0Cv-uFsfqKMsiXjyEu6yFOkhhvVZ8g/edit#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EnnninSAGPdTFpdTeVy8-WotWjnI8SNe/view

